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his might come as a
surprise to you, but his name was Mario Alfredo
Borrelli! (Naples 1922 - Oxford 2007). He was an
Italian Catholic priest, social worker, and educator
who spent his life supporting people in need. When
he was still very young, that is soon after the World
War II, he became very concerned with the situation
of street urchins (between 6-20-year-old) swarming
in the alleys of Naples. 

During WWII, Naples endured the highest
number of air raids among Italian cities. The
bombings caused extensive destruction and
impacted the population severely, increasing
homelessness and poverty especially among children.

Father Borrelli wanted to help these children and
take them off the streets. So, he came up with this
plan: instead of approaching the children dressed as
a priest, he wore rugs to disguise himself as a tramp
or vagrant. So, one night he met a group of kids and
managed to gain their trust day by day to the point
that he became their gang leader. Borrelli slept with
them in the rough, helped them pick pocket on
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public transports and steal food. During those weeks
he had a very tough time: every early morning he
would celebrate mass into his parish church, then
would go to school to teach, and back again in the
streets with his companions. The priest was
exhausted, he thought he could not carry on…

…meanwhile father Borrelli found a damaged
building and with the help of another priest, restored
it to make it habitable. After that he said to his
companions: “I have found a building that we can
use as a shelter for the time being, so we no longer
have to sleep in the streets.” His boys accepted and
moved into this building. But once this was settled,
Borrelli had to face a new issue. His superior (the
Cardinal of Naples) told him it was time for him to
reveal his real identity to his kids. So, one day Borrelli
wore his priestly clothes and revealed who he really
was. At first the children were incredulous, they
thought he was joking. They started to circle around
him saying: 1… 2… 3… 4… 6… 9… to make fun of
him. But Borrelli got angrier and angrier until he
could take it no more. After a while they understood
he was not mucking them about, and yet they were
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still puzzled as they could not understand why the
priest had acted like one of them. Some of them felt
like they had been betrayed and decided to leave the
house. Others instead remained with the priest. 

Borrelli suggested that they could collect
dismissed object and scrap iron from the street, fix
them, and sell them to make their own living.
Moreover, he provided his kids school education and
tried to find jobs (or for most of them at least). The
story of Borrelli and his fellow companions became
widely known, to the point that the bestselling
Australian author Morris West travelled to Naples
to learn more about his story. West sojourned in
Naples for around two years and befriended Mario
and his gang. From this touching experience West
wrote the book Children of the sun (1957), which
was a best seller and was translated into many
different languages. A year later, in 1958, the film
Don Vesuvio was made to tell the story of this brave
priest and his boys. Many people and charities from
all over the world learned about this story and
supported Borrelli’s project sending him donations.
Even Eleanor Roosevelt, wife of the US president
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt became one of his top
supporters.  

Thanks to these donations Borrelli was able to
build a more comfortable shelter which was called
THE HOUSE OF THE STREET URCHINS. Borrelli made
connections with people in other countries,
especially England. He took his children to the UK
where he found families willing to accommodate
them for weeks several times a year. It was thanks to
these life changing experiences, that his kids learned
English, found a job and became more hopeful
about the future.

I am happy to say that one of my friends was
Borrelli’s favourite pupil. His name is Salvatore Di
Maio. Salvatore was an officer at Naples City council
where he oversaw the relationship with the
European union because he knew English. Also, he
translated into the Italian language Morris West’s
Children of the Sun. 

Most of Borrelli’s pupils managed to leave a
dignified life: some went to university, and found
jobs in Italy or abroad, others became social workers
thus continuing Borrelli’s mission.
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Mario Borrelli was also engaged in other causes to
support disadvantaged people. In fact, in the 1960s
he lived for 6 months in a temporary camp with
people who had been on a wating list for a long time
to receive a house. He suffered the cold, hunger, but
in the end with his protest he obtained a house for
them. 

In the second part of his life Borrelli returned to
the lay state and moved to England, where he
worked as a social worker and dealt with the training
of apprentice social workers. Also, he was appointed
honorary librarian at Oxford which allowed him to
continue his research on Latin documents. In 1977,
Borrelli co-founded the Italian Peace Research
Institute (IPRI), which was affiliated to IPRA, the
International Peace Research Association. 

Mario Borrelli died in Oxford but was buried in
Naples. And now I conclude the story of Mario
Alfredo Borrelli, also known as Don Vesuvio,
because he was tireless and had as much power and
energy as a volcano.
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Mario Borrelli in disguise
(2nd from left). From Borrelli,
A Street Lamp and the Stars.

A homeless child sleeping in the rough 
in Naples, 1950s. From Borrelli,
A Street Lamp and the Stars.
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Mario Borrelli reveals his identity.
From Il bacio del sole. 
Don Vesuvio (1958).

Finally in the open: 
Father Mario Borrelli among
his children. From Borrelli,
A Street Lamp and the Stars.
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Street urchins at work: scrap iron
collection. From Borrelli, A Street
Lamp and the Stars.
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Sailing to Dover!,1959.
Courtesy of 
Salvatore Di Maio.

Recreation time at the House of
the street urchin. 
Courtesy of Salvatore Di Maio.
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Morris West, Children of the Sun, 
book cover of the 1st UK edition 1957 
with Eleanor Roosevelt’s endorsement. 
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Mario Borrelli, 
A Street Lamp and the Stars, 1963.
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Matilda and her friend 
Salvatore Di Maio (one of Borrelli’s pupils), 
Naples 17 December 2024.
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MARIO BORRELLI (Naples 1922 - Oxford 2007)
was an Italian Catholic priest, social worker,
educator, and researcher who spent his life
supporting people in need. He is best known as
the founder of the House of the Street Urchin
in Naples (early 50s), which he created to offer
a shelter and support to youth at risk. Later, he
moved to the UK where he spent the rest of his
life promoting initiatives focused on peace
research. In 1977, Borrelli co-founded the
Italian Peace Research Institute (IPRI), which
was affiliated to IPRA, the International Peace
Research Association.

MATILDA AVILIO is 9 years old and is in year 4
at St Anthony’s Catholic Primary School, in
Leamington Spa. She loves reading and
drawing, and she is learning to play the trumpet.
This is Matilda’s first book ever!



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddNumbers
        
     Range: From page 19 to page 19
     Font: Arial,Bold;Arial-BoldMT 14.0 point
     Origin: bottom centre
     Offset: horizontal 0.00 points, vertical 28.35 points
     Colour: CMYK 0 0 0 100
     Prefix text: 'Printed and bound in the UK by DigitalPrinting'
     Suffix text: ''
     Add text every 0 pages
      

        
     D:20250326073719
      

        
     1
     1
     
     BC
     Printed and bound in the UK by DigitalPrinting
     1
     1
     1
     0
     0
     1
     Arial,Bold;Arial-BoldMT
     1
     0
     1
     1205
     940
    
     0
     1
     R0
     14.0000
            
                
         Both
         19
         SubDoc
         19
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     DeviceCMYK 0.000 0.000 0.000 1.000
     [Doc:FileName]
     0.0000
     28.3465
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus5
     Quite Imposing Plus 5.3n
     Quite Imposing Plus 5
     1
      

        
     18
     20
     18
     A88AA78F-551C-455B-B36E-0C3FD8176281
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





